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Introductions: 169 Redefine Team 

Darren Nelson 
Justin Femrite MnDOT Project Manager and 
Elk River City Engineer Engineer 
jfemrite@elkrivermn.gov Darren.nelson@state.mn.us 
763-635-1000 

Partners: City of Elk River, Sherburne County, Elk River Chamber 

169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 

mailto:Darren.nelson@state.mn.us
mailto:Darren.nelson@state.mn.us
mailto:jfemrite@elkrivermn.gov


 

  
   

 

 

  

 

About this project 

169 Redefine: Elk River 2022-2024 

Reconstruct Hwy 169 into a new freeway 
system from Hwy 10 to 197th Ave., includes: 

• All road connections 

• Four new interchanges 

• All pedestrian connections 

• Underground utilities, road drainage 

• Improve access at Hwy 10/169/101 

169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reconstruct all four-lanes of Highway 169 and adjacent road connections
Remove at grade intersections and construct four new grade separated interchanges: Main, School, 193rd, 197th 
Improve pedestrian accessibility along city streets
Upgrade underground infrastructure and utilities
Improve access at the Highway 169/Highway 101/Highway 
169/Highway 101 bridge over Highway 10



   
   

 

 
 

 

Work: Hwy 169/101/10 Interchange 

• Improve access to/from Hwy 10, 
Hwy 101 and Hwy 169 at the 
interchange 

• Will accommodate over-sized loads 

• Reconstruct northbound Hwy 
101/169 bridge over Hwy 10 

169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 



 Layout: Hwy 10/101/169 Interchange 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NB 169 bridge over 10 will be removed and replaced 
Westbound 10 to Southbound 101/169 signal will be removed and replaced with a left turn lane and signal down on 10
Eastbound 10 to Northbound 169 will have a left turn lane on 10, no signal
Auxiliary Lane running from 10 to 90th Street in Otsego
Storm Water Ponds will be constructed on the east side north of the RR tracks
Offer Justin a chance to say something at this point




   

   

   

  

 

 

Single Point Signalized Urban Interchange (SPUI) 

Photo of Iowa’s first SPUI 

Hwy 101/90th St. 

Single Point Signalized Urban intersection(SPUI) 

• One on 90th St. at Hwy 101 in Otsego 

• Three interchanges will be SPUI’s 
169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Picture From Iowa denotes side-street going over freeway
This is how School Street will be configured going over 169
The SPUI in this picture is huge – we have minimized our impacts
Picture at 90th Street depicts the freeway going over top and the side-street going under – this is how Main and 193 will be configured



 

 

 

    
 

 
 

   

    
    

 

Work: Hwy 169/Main St. Interchange 

• Full access interchange 

• Construct Hwy 169 bridge over Main St. 

• Main St. will be a single-point signalized 
intersection with pedestrian walks 

• City of Elk River: 
• Main St./Carson Ave. remains side street stop signs 

• Main St./Line Ave./Zane St. remains signalized 

• In 2020, Sherburne County will install turn lanes and 
traffic signal at Main St./Twin Lakes Rd./181st Ave. 

169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 



  Layout: Hwy 169/Main St. Interchange – Full Access 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Closure to GRE access
Closure to Speedway access along Main
Total acquisition of the Salvation Army Store and KFC for ponding
Line Avenue will remain open at Main but will be a cul-de-sac short of 5th 
Closure to 5th at TH 169
Potential Noise Wall running from Salvation Army Store to KFC
Offer Justin a chance to talk here



 

    

   
  

 

 

  

   

 

Work: Hwy 169/School St. Interchange 

• Full access interchange 

• Construct School St. bridge over Hwy 
169 

• School St. to be single point signalized 
intersection with pedestrian walkway 

• City of Elk River 

• Pedestrian bridge will remain 

• School St./Freeport Ave. remains signalized 

• School St./Dodge Ave. remains side street 
stop signs 

169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 



  Layout: Hwy 169/School St. Interchange – Full Access 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Burger King access at School will be closed
Potential Noise Wall from MnDOT running north to Time Out Pond
Offer Justin a chance to speak here



 

   

  
  

      

   

 

Construct: Hwy 169/193rd Ave. Interchange 

• Full access interchange 

• Construct Hwy 169 bridge over 193rd 
Ave. 

• City street will be single point signalized 
intersection with pedestrian sidewalk 

• City of Elk River: 

• 193rd Ave./Jackson Ave/Holt St. will remain 
side street stop signs 

• 193rd Ave./Evans St. will be street stop 
signs 

169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 



  Layout: Hwy 169/193rd Ave. Interchange – Full Access 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Potential Noise Wall from MnDOT running north to Time Out Pond
190th Lane access will be closed at 169
Offer Justin a chance to speak here




  

  

 
      

    

     
    

  

    

    
 

Work: Hwy 169/197th Ave. Interchange 

• Construct 197rd Ave. bridge over Hwy 169 

• Half access interchange 
• Hwy 169 will not have ramps on south side of 

197th Ave. Can install later; if needed 

• 197th Ave. will not have a signal system or 
pedestrian walk on north side 

• City of Elk River: 

• 197th Ave./Holt St./Irving St. remains all-way stop 

• 197th Ave./Evans St. remains side street stop sign 
169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 



  Layout: Hwy 169/197th Ave. Interchange – Half Access 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Offer Justin a chance to speak here



  

 

  

   

   
   

  

 

Noise analysis, wall construction - 169 Redefine 

• Potential locations along freeway: 

• 190th Lane NW (MnDOT building to time 
out pond) 

• Baldwin Park (Salvation Army Store to KFC) 

• Noise meeting and voting process with 
those affected property owners and 
residents to occur in next couple months 
(early summer 2020) 

169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pertains to adjacent residential land use properties within 500 feet of the project
Noise walls must be both feasible and reasonable




  

 
 

 

 

Project Schedule: 169 Redefine 

Project Schedule – Where do we go from here? 
20

19
-T

od
ay Layout 

Plans, 
Research 20
20

-2
02

2 Final 
Design 
Plans 
• Prepare areas 

along highway – 
relocate utilities 

20
22

-2
02

4 Construct 
Freeway 

169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Past year we have been working on geometric layout and preliminary construction limits
Now entering R/W process for affected properties
Construction staging and maintenance of traffic – how do we build it
Final Roadway, Bridge, and Retaining Wall design is just starting
Utility relocation could potentially and hopefully start as early as summer/fall 2021
Construction letting in March of 2022
Roadway and Bridge construction to start in fall of 2022
Substantial Completion by winter of 2024
Offer Justin a chance to talk about Municipal Consent




  

 

 

 

    

        
    

    

 

Impacts during roadwork: 2022-2024 

169 Redefine Construction 

• Hwy 169 open 

• One lane in each direction to be open at all times 

• Overall expect 

• Reduced speeds, lane shifts, trucks hauling different materials 

• Two intersections will be open, while two will be closed to 
construct interchanges at Main, School, 193rd or 197th 

• Local road, sidewalk closures, follow signs for access 

169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Info line will be available during construction for local businesses and residents.
Details will become clearer as we work through construction staging and final design



 

 

Stay Connected 

Go to the web, subscribe 
to project email updates, 
view layouts, videos, maps 

MnDOT 
Mndot.gov/d3/ElkRiverFreeway 

Elk River 
elkrivermn.gov/169redefine 

169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Add links to the City Website and their videos they produced
Offer Justin a chance to say something here



  

 

Thank you 
Darren Nelson 

Hwy 169 Redefine Project Manager 
Darren.Nelson@state.mn.us 

218-828-5760 

www.mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 

169 Redefine: mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you – Questions

www.mndot.gov/d3/elkriverfreeway
mailto:Darren.Nelson@state.mn.us
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